
Welcome to the 2014 Clachanburn sale. The last 12 months have been a little 
calmer than the previous ones! We have settled in to a new kind of normal and 
Lucy continues to gain strength.  Trips to Dunedin hospital, both scheduled 
and unscheduled are frequent and we have become very familiar with the old 
children’s ward there. The new one is nearly completed and although we 
would like to imagine we won’t get to use it much we have decided to donate 
1% of this year’s sale income to the Friends of the Children’s ward who are 
fitting it out.  We would like to thank PGG Wrightsons for their enthusiasm for 
this and their agreement to match our ½ % with theirs to make this feasible. 
 
On the farming front this year we saw the result of all our development with 
around 1800 weaners to the works, about 95% of them before the end of 
November. This insight into venison production gives us a good grounding into 
what works with our sires and reaffirms our commitment to Elk/Wapiti as the 
best way to meet that spring schedule. 
 
We deer fenced the remaining paddocks, but sold some old ones to the dairy 
farm next door, which has allowed us to finalise the farm succession and put 
Clachanburn into a stronger position for the future.  We have been involved in 
a little dairy project of our own with a handful of deer.  It is in its infancy, but it 
has been very exciting to be involved in something so completely new. 
Another dam has appeared near the drive and we have levelled the last 
border dykes on the farm.  Instead of putting K-line in these paddocks we 
have talked to some of our clients in the area and have installed the elevated 
static sprinkler systems.  We will be watching with interest both the crop yields 
and the R&M costs as they are hopefully out of reach of the deer! 
 
We have a functioning EID system in the deer shed, although it seems there 
are now new ways of losing data! We have the first progeny on offer who have 
been Eye Muscle scanned and the first EBV’s for that area, we also have the 
first progeny from the Maryland hinds that moved to Clachanburn in 2010.  
They were all AI’d to some of our best historical bulls to give us some way of 
evaluating them; it has been a blast from the past to see Hurricane and 
especially King in the sire column again. 
 
There are 13 different sires represented here, as well as a sprinkling of 
unidentifiable ones. Each animal has its particular strengths and we hope they 
give buyers the variety to find one that suits their particular requirements. 
 
All the best, we look forward to seeing you on the 15th and have a happy and 
prosperous 2014. 
 
John and Mary Falconer 
Clachanburn Elk 



Guarantee 
If a bull is proven to be sterile within 12 months of purchase it will be replaced 
by an animal of similar quality or the purchase price refunded.  This guarantee 
refers specifically to sterility and not to any condition due to accident or illness. 
 
Animal Health 
All animals have received injection cydectin, selinised scandia and have had a 
20g copper bullet prior to sale 
 
TB and Johnes 
Our TB status is currently C10.  All sale bulls were Tb movement tested in 
December and also Johnes tested negative with the paralisa test. 
 
Grazing 
Grazing is available for a limited period while making transport arrangements.  
All care and no responsibility.  
 
Transport 
Purchasers to arrange transport at their own cost. 
 
Insurance 
Insurance facilities will be available on the day. 
 
Bull Inspection 
Prospective buyers are welcome to visit prior to sale day.  Please make 
arrangements with either John Williams or directly with John Falconer.  
Inspection on the day is from 11.30 pm. 
 
Accreditation 
Clachanburn Elk is a Game industry board accredited deer farm 
 
Farm Assured Livestock 
We are part of the Alliance Farm Assurance Programme with the deer.     
 
Refreshments 
There will be a light luncheon before the sale and a venison BBQ and some 
beverages after the auction. 
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Conditions of Sale 
1. The sale will be conducted by PGG Wrightson with the conditions of sale 

as set down by the New Zealand Stock and Stations Agents Association, 
a copy of which is exhibited in the office on sale day. 

2. Each lot becomes the purchaser’s property and risk at the fall of the 
hammer. 

3. Warranties and Insurance are covered under separate headings. 
4. Terms are strictly cash unless prior arrangements are made with the 

auctioneers. Accounts not paid within 14 days of sale shall bear interest, 
at current rate per annum from the date of sale. 

5. The sale is conducted exclusive of GST 
6. A buyers commission of 6% is payable to non-participating companies 

and recognised independent agents introducing and accompanying 
purchasers to the sale providing prior arrangements (No later than 24hrs 
prior to sale) are made with PGG Wrighston 

7. Intending purchasers are required to register with the auctioneers prior 
to the commencement of the sale. 

 
 

Disclaimer 
All details and descriptions as to stock referred to in this catalogue have 
been supplied to PGG Wrightson by the vendor and have not been 
independently verified by PGG Wrightson.  PGG Wrightson, its employees 
and agents make no representations or warranties or acknowledgement of 
any kind whatsoever in relation to any part of this catalogue including but 
not limited to accuracy or completeness of details and descriptions of stock 
and other contents. 
Purchasers, advisers and all other persons viewing or dealing with the 
stock must make their own assessment on the stock and the information in 
the catalogue. 
PGG Wrightson, its employees and agents are not responsible or liable in 
any way whatsoever, whether in contract, tort (including negligence), or 
otherwise, to any person for any loss or any damage whatsoever arising 
directly or indirectly from any information or misrepresentation included or 
omitted from this catalogue 



Statistics 
%Elk 
The majority of the bulls are run through the Genometer at Invermay to provide 
the %Elk. 
 
Weights 
We weigh our fawns for the first time at weaning, which on Clachanburn is post 
rut in the first week of May.  The weaners are weighed again at 10 Months of 
age in the first week of September when we start sending the first of weekly 
loads to the works.  By 13 Months, in January we aim to have everything killed 
except a few stud spikers culled on velvet. All bulls kept are weighed again the 
following January and then in December to give us an indication of adult 
weight.  
 
Growth rates 
As we fawn mostly on the hill country we are unable to either weigh, or know 
when individuals are born, therefore we use a nominal birth weight of 15 kg 
based on an inflated Red Deer figure and a nominal birth date of 1 December 
to calculate our growth rates.  In reality we are probably not 50% through 
fawning by 1 December so some of these animals will have higher growth rates 
than those shown.  
 
EBV’s 
The pioneering work with EBV’s for Elk/Wapiti that Clachanburn was a part of is 
coming along. The accumulation of data from our own stud, other studs coming 
on board and the involvement of the DPT have meant an increase in accuracy, 
more categories being developed and a greater rate of change within the 
statistics.  However the linkages are still not established between herds so 
these are still are in herd EBV’s and can not be compared with other herds or 
Red Deer EBV’s.  In addition they were true as of the 5 December 2013.  
Unlike the growth rates and actual weights they will change as more 
information is added and linkages are opened up. 
 
We’ve included again the following the brief guide to our EBV’s from Jamie 
Ward at Invermay who was part of the original team establishing them for 
Elk/Wapiti: 
 
“DEERSelect EBV’s for Elk and Wapiti 
Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) for Elk and Wapiti are at the same place as they were for 
red deer around five years ago – EBVs for live weight traits are available within herds, but 
are not yet comparable across herds,.  This means that the breeding values in this catalogue 
are only from within the Clachanburn Elk herd and can not be compared with any other 
breeding values. 
 



There is currently not sufficient sire linkage to allow across herd EBV’s as with red deer.  For 
red deer this linkage was achieved by the Sire Reference Scheme.  Once sufficient linkage 
between herds is achieved, the EBV system is set up to conduct across-herd analysis. 
 
The other important point is EBV’s provide an estimate of relative genetic merit.  That is, for 
red deer EBV = 0.0, comes from the average of all deer born in 1995 in the red herds on 
DEERSelect.  Whereas EBV = 0.0 for Clachanburn is the average value for the Clachanburn 
Elk herd in 1995.  Hence the values can not be directly compared, for example: the average 
12 month red deer weight in 1995 may have been around 95 kg, but for Clachanburn may 
have been more like 165kg.  So +20kg in Clachanburn will be very different to +20 kg in a 
red herd as the starting point actual average live weight value is very different.   
 
This relativity will also impact the range of EBV’s in Clachanburn’s analysis, as red deer 
EBV’s have >30 different herds used for the base providing a huge range of values, where 
Clachanburn only has it’s own herd data, with a smaller range. 
 
Interpreting EBV’s 
If you purchase a sire with an EBV of +10.0 for 12 month weight, you can expect on average 
that sire’s calves to weigh 5 kg more at 12 months of age (i.e. ½ x 10) than a sire with an 
EBV of 0 (assuming the stags are used over similar groups of hinds).  That 5kg will be added 
to whatever maternal contribution your own females make for the progeny’s final 12 month 
weight. 
 
*Progeny EBV = ½ sire EBV + ½ Dam EBV 
 
*This is not an actual 12 month weight, but a prediction around the Clachanburn base 
(average 1995 weight for that EBV).” 
 
Please also note that the rankings this year are for the sex and age group, ie 
the Rank #2 is the 2nd placed bull born in 10. We have included the EBV’s for 
Eye muscle area this year, this was the first generation of animals scanned and 
accuracy on these is improving slowly. 
 
 
The Future 
 
We started the year badly losing our best 3 year old bull while collecting semen 
for the DPT.  He was a wonderful Frodo son with stats to rival Megatron’s but a 
much nicer and heavier velvet head.  They were able to salvage some semen 
so we will probably do an AI program with him and some outside bulls in the 
next couple of years.  The AI progeny from 2011 are developing nicely and 
some should end up in the catalogue next year. One of our other 3 year olds 
went on to grow a nice 10.9kg 4 year old head which earned him 3rd place at the 
nationals in Invercargill this year and Bolter cut a respectable 17kg. 
Several of our other bulls Phoenix and the Hurricane sons Boss and Spitfire 
(RD300) grew great heads but managed some superficial damage before 
cutting or during cutting so won’t be seen at competitions this year.   
Body size and growth rates continue to climb and the bar of what we expect 
from our deer continues to climb with it. We have especially noticed an increase 



in the average weights in the first 13 months that we are achieving.  Between 
the 10 and the 13 month weight is the critical time for killing for that spring 
schedule, so this is good to see!  Frodo and Hurricane seem to have 
contributed towards this with their sons leaving progeny that are heavier earlier.  
Megatron has come to the fore dominating our EBV figures, but it will be 
interesting to see if that changes as younger bulls come on board. 
 
John has been involved in the DPT 
programme and we supplied semen 
from 2 of our bulls for the original 
trial. We followed that up with 
Megatron and then Boss this year.  
We’re hearing good things about the 
Megatron progeny and Jamie Ward 
at Invermay was able to give us the 
following: 
 

 
“Thanks to Clachanburn for contributing 
terminal sires to the Deer Progeny Test 
(DPT) every year.  Clachanburn has 
contributed the most terminal sires to the 
DPT with: Hurricane and Phoenix in 2011, 
Megatron in 2012 and Boss progeny have 
just hit the ground for 2013.   
 

 
PU06 052

The DPT kills were later this year so we do not have final results yet, but the Megatron progeny did 
grow very well this year.  With the large contribution Clachanburn has made to the DPT data set 
they are now well linked for growth traits with the Focus Genetics Wapiti herds. 
We look forward to being able to provide more information on the 2012 DPT progeny in the New 
Year and thank Clachanburn for their continued contribution to the Deer Progeny Test. 
Jamie Ward” 
 

We have continued to Eye Muscle scan the stud weaners with 3 years of data now 
contributing to the figures, we will continue to build on this and are looking at adding 
other statistics in time.  We foetal aged the in calf hinds this year and will look at that 
again as well as watching with interest other areas such as Johnes resistance.
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Sire List 
There are a wide variety of sires which 
we hope will give a good choice to the 
purchasers. 
 
Boss: We have a number of wonderful 
offspring from Hurricane and this bull is 
one of the best. He has it all, a big body, 
great velvet and sensible temperament. 
 
Megatron: A son of Frodo he has raised 
the bar on weaning and 10 month 
weights. We looked at selling him in 2011 
but we are very glad we didn’t.  He 
consistently produces heavy weaners and 
10month offspring and eclipses 
everything else in the EBV’s for growth.  
 
OR02 040: A big bull with a great velvet 
head but we were never able to identify 
his parents. 
 
BK04 129: A big quiet Hurricane son, not 
huge in the velvet department, but a great 
solid body and dominant when mob 
mated on the hill. 
 
Phoenix: An exciting bull who hit over 
400kg as a 3yr bull and won the 4yr and 
Reserve Champion at the National 
competition in 2009. 
 
Revolver: Was the heaviest bull in the 
body and velvet departments at 2yr and 
3yrs. Went from strength to strength as 
he matured. His wonderful head as a 6 
year old won him the EWSNZ competition 
trophy for that age, and he grew a lovely 
typical hard antler head.  
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007: An amazing son of Hercules who we 
had on display here a few years ago.  He 
broke his leg not long after but was 
sensible enough to have a cast put on 
and recovered to continue in the stud 
mob. 
 
Whopper: We purchased in 2010 from 
Tikana he was chosen for his great 
growth rates and nice velvet head. 
 
Ronan: Another purchase from Tikana. A 
son of Kobe. He came to us in 2008.  He 
had a great heavy body and grew a good 
heavy head of dark velvet.  
 
Monarch: The last crop of naturally 
mated offspring from this great bull. He 
was a stocky, bull weighing in around 
420kgs.  His progeny are often smaller 
but with his sensible nature and big 
velvet head. 
 
Frodo: Again the last crop of naturally 
mated offspring from this bull who was 
bought in from Tikana in 2006.  His great 
growth rates and size are passed down to 
his progeny. 
 
Hurricane: Still producing some great 
offspring, one of our best all round bulls, 
sensible and heavy and grew out a great 
hard antler head. His progeny do well in 
the EBVs and they tend to be sensible, 
good doers just like their sire. 
 
King: One of the great bulls bred here in 
the past, a big bull with an incredible hard 
antler head, he was used in the AI 
program with the Maryland deer. 
 
See back page for more photos 
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Clachanburn Sale Bull Summary 
Tag No 

 
Lot
No 

2 Yr 
Velvet 
Weight 

3 yr 
Velvet 
Weight 

Wean 
Weight 

10 Mth 
Weight 

13 Mth 
Weight 

Birth to 
13 Mth 
gms/dy 

12 Mth 
EBV 

12 
Mth 
Rnk 

36 Mth 
Weight 

BL10 005 39 3.5 4.2 108 133 189 429 6.67 14 274 
BL10 008  16 2.6 3.7 116 144 199 453 6.04 17 323 
BL10 011 20 4.1 5.3 125 150 202 461   315 
BL10 025 38 2.5 3.45 97 129 179 404 2.14 51 282 
BL10 026 36 3.1 4.7 99 125 170 382 -0.41 76 294 
BL10 029 4 3 4.1 132 160 216 495 13.22 1 348 
BL10 032 7 3.5 3.8 123 154 201 458 3.64 33 303 
BL10 035 30 2.9 4.25 124 150 202 461 4.97 21 310 
BL10 037 60 2.9 4.2 115  175 394 0.41 71 252 
BL10 040 14 3.7 4.6 103 132 189 429 -1.5 82 301 
BL10 048 22 3.2 5.1 113 142 194 441 3.43 35 312 
BL10 049 69 2.6 3.6 130 140 186 421 -0.22 74 298 
BL10 060 35 2.7 3.9 104 130 174 392 -0.74 79 289 
BL10 062 47 3.5 5 107 137 183 414 1.95 54 269 
BL10 064 1 3.5 4.5 110 147 198 451 6.24 15 329 
BL10 065 28 3.4 5.2 110 131 189 429 2.36 47 304 
BL10 071 29 3.4 4.8 102 147 198 451 11.21 3 301 
BL10 080 61 3 4 99 128 176 337 1.39 58 267 
BL10 082 63 3.8 5 115 146 192 436 4.14 29 285 
BL10 088 58 2.9 4.75 104 116 162 362 -8.88 101 250 
BL10 095 52 3 4.2 104 128 186 421   286 
BL10 100 8 3.7 4.6 108 137 188 426 3.15 38 296 
BL10 102 13 2.8 4.7 116 142 180 406 -1.79 86 302 
BL10 105 59 2.8 4.2 112 127 177 399 -0.72 78 241 
BL10 107 23 3.4 4.8 105 138 197 448 5.05 20 302 
BL10 120 73 3.3 4.6 96 120 171 384   265 
BL10 127 44 2.5 3.25 120 141 195 443 2.78 41 295 
BL10 132 37 2.6 3 116 146 197 448 7.96 9 297 
BL10 134 75 2.8 4.1 106 141 181 409 -1.49 81 237 
BL10 137 64 3.1 4.05 114 144 197 448 4.88 22 284 
BL10 144 11 3.8 4.3 129 156 216 495 7.54 10 322 
BL10 153 65 2.3 3.3 114 151 191 433 3.88 32 285 
BL10 165 2 4.1 5.05 101 132 196 446 4.75 24 327 
BL10 167 48 4.5 5.3 100 123 176 397 2.15 50 288 
BL10 174 53 3.7 4.95 104 133 193 438   281 
BL10 178 17 2.9 4.5 116 141 194 441 8.14 8 320 
BL10 180 18 2.8 4.6 124 151 196 446 7.05 11 318 
BL10 182 5 3.3 4.45 127 154 212 485 11.05 4 344 



Tag No 
 

Lot
No 

2 Yr 
Velvet 
Weight 

3 yr 
Velvet 
Weight 

Wean 
Weight 

10 Mth 
Weight 

13 Mth 
Weight 

Birth to 
13 Mth 
gms/dy 

12 Mth 
EBV 

12 
Mth 
Rnk 

36 Mth 
Weight 

BL10 188 34 2.6 4.25 110 136 189 429 1.32 60 299 
BL10 193 9 2.7 3.3 115 127 182 411 1.23 63 272 
BL10 198 33 2.6 3.8 133  198 451 2.78 41 291 
BL10 202  70 3.4 4.4 102 123 148 328   260 
BL10 212 32 2.8 4 100 129 172 387 1.14 64 302 
BL10 218 43 3.7 4.5 120 147 196 446   305 
BL10 219 3 2.8 5.5 102 132 182 411 3.33 36 332 
BL10 221 45 3.3 5 124 152 201 458 4.67 26 303 
BL10 223 12 3.2 3.9 118 138 198 451 6.13 16 318 
BL10 224 6 3.3 4.15 119 142 202 461 10.49 5 335 
BL10 245 24 3.5 5.1 110 141 200 456 2.95 40 320 
BL10 248 15 2.9 4 110 127 185 419 -1.91 89 297 
BL10 249 10 3.3 4.65 115 142 194 429 3.18 37 317 
BL10 272  21 3.8 5.45 96 130 189 429   316 
BL10 363 74 3 4.6 104  179 404   255 
BL10 403 19 2.8 4.75 117  202 461   346 
BL10 433 68 2.7 3.8 96  181 409   295 
BL10 436 66  3.8 119 144 193 438 4.18 28 258 
BL10 450 72  4.4 118  195 443   277 
BL10 477 26 1.9 3.6 105  183 414 1.25 62 324 
BL10 480 49 3.2 4.3 120  192 436 2.71 43 271 
BL10 483 25 2.2 2.8 102  186 421 2 53 319 
BL10 485 27 2 4 123  198    293 
BL10 495 67 2.5 3.6 108  188 426   284 
BL10 513 40 2.4 4.7 110  192 436 4.65 27 297 
BL10 521 71 2.9 4.2 93  175 394   268 
BL10 529 54 3.7 5.2 110  189 429   278 
BL10 549 42 2 3.5 107  181 409 2.35 48 290 
BL10 563 50 3.4 3.9 115  185 419 1.34 59 280 
BL10 566 41 2.7 4.3 116  174 392 0.50 70 262 
BL10 567 51 2.5 3.3 106  180 406 0.57 68 273 
BL10 581 55  4.5 101  183 414   295 
BL10 582 57  4.2 110  192 436   295 
BL10 583 56  3.8 111  186 421   295 
BL10 587 31 2.9 3 114 147 205 468   320 
BL10 595 46 2.8 3.8 118 142 182 411 3.49 34 258 
BL10 596 62 2.7 4.3 116  181 392 0.50 70 262 
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